A Bigger and Belter Fonr-engincd Plane     /op
hatch on the left side provided an exit towards the front
balcony or bridge. Behind the pilot's compartment
was a roomy passenger cabin, with four large windows
on each side. Further to the rear ran a passage with
the entrance door, a stairway to the upper bridge and
a door to the washroom. Further back, below the
bridge, was a private cabin with a berth, a small table
and a cabinet. The plane was lighted by electricity,
the current being provided by a wind-driven generator.
Heat was supplied by two long steel tubes situated in
the corners of the cabin through which passed part of
the exhaust gases.
There were still many struts and wires, a large
number of exposed parts, as well as two balconies; the
one in front about four and a half by six feet, clearly
seen in the photograph, and another of still larger size
situated on the top of the fuselage, some fifteen feet
behind the wings. The ship was completed, trans-
ported to the hangar and assembled there at the end of
December, 1913. This plane was named " Ilia Mouro-
metz " in memory of a popular Russian legendary hero
of the tenth century.
The month of January in Petrograd was usually
cold with plenty of snow and, therefore, the big plane
was mounted on wide wooden skis covered with steel
sheets. Contrary to all expectations, however, the
weather early this January was very mild and all snow
melted away except in the ditches. That was indeed
a disappointment, because the wheel landing gear was
not ready and having ordered special rims and tyres we
could not expect to get it for a long time.
On one of these days, Mr. Shidlovsky approached
me with a worried look on his face.